
 
 

 

AUDITIONS 
THE PLAY THAT GOES WRONG 

SIDE 1 

Important Note: A crucial thing to remember is that the actors of Cornley are setting out to tell the 
story of The Murder at Haversham Manor. Everything in the show must of course be played for 
truth and not for laughs or parody. For Cornley this show is not a comedy, it’s a serious play, and 
it is so important to them all that it goes well, so when it goes wrong it hurts. Without that solid 
structure to support the comedy, the show will unravel. 

It is also useful to remember that the actors of the Cornley Drama Society are not bad actors but 
the victims of unfortunate circumstance. The comedy comes from their unwavering endeavour to 
continue, their bad choices in trying to get out of the situations they find themselves in and their 
optimistic belief that their luck will change. 

SIDE: Good evening, ladies and gentlemen, and welcome to the Cornley Drama Society’s 
presentation of The Murder at Haversham Manor. Please allow me to introduce myself; I am Chris 
(Chris short for Christine if female.), the director, and I would like to personally welcome you to what 
will be my directorial debut and my first production as head of the drama society.  

Firstly, I would like to apologise to those of you involved in our little box office mix-up. I do hope the 
six hundred and seventeen of you affected will enjoy our little murder mystery just as much as you 
would have enjoyed Hamilton.  

We are particularly excited to present this play because, for the first time in the society’s history, we’ve 
managed to find a play that fits the number of society members perfectly. If we’re honest a lack of 
members has sometimes hampered past productions, such as last year’s Chekhov play...Two Sisters. 
Last Christmas’ The Lion and the Wardrobe. Or indeed our summer musical, Cat.  

Of course, this will be the first time the society has been able to stage a play of this scale and we are 
thrilled. It’s no secret we usually have to contend with a small budget, as was evident in our recent 
production of Roald Dahl’s classic James and the Peach. Of course during the run of that particular 
show the peach we had went off, and we were forced to present a hastily devised alternative entitled 
James! Where’s Your Peach?  

Anyway, on to the main event, which I am confident will be our best show yet! So, ladies and 
gentlemen, without any further ado, please put your hands together for Susie H. K. Brideswell’s 
thrilling whodunit—The Murder at Haversham Manor.  
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